BECOMING A VOLUNTEER
To discuss your interest in volunteering at Mitchell Farm and the possible necessity of a training session, please contact our Volunteer Coordinator, Mary Ann Pudimat at 860-887-9073 or email at volunteer@mitchellfarm.org.
The following are some considerations to review prior to contacting us:

1)  Volunteers should be able to work independently and with minimal staff supervision once completing their training sessions or instructional meetings.

2)  The minimum age for volunteers is 16.  Younger children may volunteer with adult supervision (e.g. volunteer families) and can participate in some of our special events geared toward children.

3)  All volunteer opportunities require a general volunteer orientation to the farm.  Equine work requires a separate training session.  
4)  A firm knowledge of your own physical and emotional limitations is a prerequisite.  Work on the farm involves a moderate amount of physical activity and agility as well as mental focus and an alert nature.  A tired and distracted volunteer can lead to injury or worse for either our two legged or four legged friends.  

5)  While there is not a firm schedule of volunteer times, a commitment to regular participation is appreciated.  The daily working of the farm and care of the horses is made much easier when there is a scheduled corps of volunteers.  This also enhances your experience and allows for a closer connection between volunteers and our residents.

6)  Please complete your Volunteer Registration and Release Forms prior to coming to the farm if possible.  If you do not have access to a computer, forms can be mailed to you upon request.  

7)  Due to the nature of Mitchell Farm and the care it provides, we reserve the right to make the final determination as to the appropriateness of volunteers and their participation.
